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desire to live happily follows the principle of life,
as the night follows the day.

Happiness feeds and directs our life.    Undoubt-
edly it assumes all shapes.    Let us distrust those
that deceive our judgment, for even the renuncia-
tion of happiness is only one of its special forms.
Viewing the sacrifice toward which noble souls
tend, it seems to us that their desire is to live in
misery. On becoming closely connected with them,
we perceive that the point in question is not a
negation of happiness, but the attainment of a
more refined, more elevated happiness. The moral-
ity of the ascetics is nourished by the pleasure of
suffering, an inverse form of happiness.    Madame
de Sevigne speaks of a priest who ate stockfish
in this world that he might feast upon salmon in
the other.    In the depths of many religious cal-
culations which are lauded as the ideal morality,
we almost always find the eternal stockfish with
which we are content while anticipating delicious
fish in the world beyond the tomb.

III. It is the meaning which we attach to
happiness that renders our life base or noble.

The moral masquerade in which we live makes
us disguise the directing thought of our acts.
It is baptised by so many false names, it is made to
submit to so many changes, that its real nature